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de Babylone, selon la description que Moyse nous en fait dans l'histoire 
de la Gen~se." 

What is most noticeable about his book is the absence of complaints of 
personal inconvenience or danger. The author takes everything as a matter 
of course, as a gentleman of the road of his experience naturally would, 
and makes light of those small mishaps which a superficial traveller, less 
schooled to the discomforts of a roving life, would record in plaintive 
detail. Although we have only touched on his journeys in Western 
Asia, which make up only a third of his lifetime of travel, it is enough 
to show that he was an observant and indefatigable explorer whose 
addihons to the story of these lands of romance show the manners, 
customs, and history of peoples who lived when a journey meant travel- 
ling, and not merely being carried to another place. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL 

SOCIETY. 

AT a Meeting of Council held on the 22nd February, the following 
lady and gentlemen were elected Members of the Society : - -  

Mrs. J. D. Fairley. 
Walter H. Kiep, M.B., Ch.B. 
F. J. Shand. 
John Finlay. 
David Pirie. 
Alexander Ogilvie. 

Lord Provost Alexander Wilson. 
Andrew Hendry. 
Alfred Harry Roberts. 
John T~ylor. 
James Mowat, J.P. 

LECTURES IN 1V~ARCH. 

Mr. Vaughan Cornish, D.Se., F.R.G.S., F.G.S., will address the 
Society in Dundee, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Glasgow on March 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th respectively. The subject of his lecture will be "The  
Panama Canal and its Makers." 

Dr. H. Karl Kumm is unfortunately unable to lecture in Edinburgh 
on the 17th inst. as intimated. The lecturer for that date wilt be 
announced later. 

G E O G R A P H I C A L  N O T E S .  

AFRICA. 

The Development of the Gold Coast Colony . - - In  presenting 
the estimates for the year 1910 to the Legislative Council of the Gold 
Coast Colony recently, the Governor, Sir John Pickersgill Rodger, gave 
some account of the progress of the Colony. 

In the Northern Territories markets with resident Hausa traders in 
them are growing up in towns which a few years ago it was considered 
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unsafe even to visit owing to the unsettled conditions of the surrounding 
country. The economic development of Ashanti is making steady 
progress, especially as regards the production of cocoa, rubber, and 
maize. Both in the colony proper and in Ashanti the extended cultiva- 
tion of cocoa has been the most marked feature in the agricultural 
development of the country during the past few years. The industry 
has been established with comparatively little assistance from the 
Government, and /~lmost every plantation is entirely owned and 
cultivated by native planters. 

Cocoa, rubber, oil-palms, and kola can all be more profitably 
cultivated at present than cotton, so far as the colony proper and 
Ashanti are concerned, but there may very possibly be a field for the 
development of cotton cultivation in the Northern Territories if the 
difficulty and the expense of transport can be successfully overcome. 
Recently a new agreement has been concluded with the British Cotton- 
Growing Association, under which the Government of the Gold Coast 
undertakes to pay the association an annual subsidy of £1000 for 
three years, provided that the association extends its operations into the 
Northern Territories. In the gold mines the supply of unskilled labour 
is fairly abundant, and the experiment of introducing natives from the 
Northern Territories has had satisfactory results ; but some difficulty is 
experienced in obtaining a sufficient number of skilled labourers. The 
general health of both :Europeans and natives employed in the mines 
has greatly improved, thanks to the enforcement of proper sanitary 
regulations--a matter in which the mine managers have cordially co- 
operated with the Government. 

As in other parts of tropical Africa, one of the great needs of the 
Go]d Coast is improved communications. A start has been made with 
the construction of a railway from Accra, and it is anticipated that the 
line will be open to traffic as far as Mangoase, forty miles distant, soon 
after the middle of 1910. I t  is proposed that the line shall be 
eventually extended to Kumassi, which is already connected by railway 
with the coast at Sekondi. A survey has been undertaken of the first 
section of the projected extension. As regards other communications, 
all main roads are now being metalled and provided with permanent 
bridges and concrete abutments and steel superstructures, to enable 
them to be utilised for motor transport. A main trunk road, 260 
miles long, is being constructed between Kumassi and Tamale, the 
capital of the Northern Territories, and this should be available for 
motor traffic within the next three years. 

AMERICA. 

The Southern United Sta t e s . - -The  January issue of the ~nnals 
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science is entitled The 
New South, and is devoted to a long series of articles dealing with various 
aspects of the development of the South, especially labour problems and 
improved methods of agriculture. Of the articles special mention may 
be made of those on Forest Resources, on Inland Waterways, and on the 
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Sugar Cane Industry. From the last-named we learn that cane sugar 
on the commercial scale is only produced in Louisiana and Texas, though 
small quantities of sugar are produced in Florida, Georgia and South 
Carolina. A considerable amount of cane is also grown in Alabama, but 
here it is used only for the production of syrup, chiefly for local needs. 
Recent improvements are most marked in the direction of the utili~tion 
of by-products, the low-grade molasses being now used as a stock food, 
and also in a proper rotation of crops, a matter hitherto too much neglected. 
Ninety per cent. of the sugar used in the United States is still cane 
sugar, and the tariff on refined sugar practically prevents the competition 
of European beet sugar. The relation between locally produced beet and 
cane sugar is interesting. The cane produces a greater tonnage to t h e  
acre than the beet, but the sugar content of the beet is greater, with the 
result that the price of the product is about the same in the two cases. 
Any great amount of competition between the beet sugar of the cooler 
states and the cane sugar of the South is rendered improbable owing to 
the fact that wages tend to be higher in the beet-growing than in the 
cane-growing regions, while the price of land is also greater in the former 
case, as the beet is chiefly grown on irrigated land in the arid or semi- 
arid regions. If these facts are correct, they are of great interest as 
showing that the South is so far outgrowing the blight of slavery as to 
be able to compete on more than equal terms with states which have 
never been slave-holding. The author of the paper is of opinion, on the 
other hand, that the competition of cane sugar from Cuba (if admitted 
duty-free) and from Hawaii and the Philippines with the cane sugar of 
the South may prove serious. 

Another article, which is, however, more economic than strictly 
geographical, discusses the history of agriculture in the semi-tropical and 
tropical regions of America, and shows that it has never been and is not 
now on a sound basis. The plantation system, first founded in the 
British West Indies, was transferred from them to the adjacent continent. 
In both places it was based upon the negro, and the author is of opinion 
that it is with the negro that the future lies. The drawing of any 
probable conclusions as to future developments is, in the opinion of the 
author of the paper, rendered impossible by the fact that no certain 
statistics exist to show what part the negro is now playing in the 
agriculture of the South. 

~kUSTRALASIA. 

British Expedition to New G u i n e a - - W e  regret to record the 
death by drowning of Mr. W. Stalker, a member of the recent expedition 
to Dutch New Guinea (eft xxv. p. 653). Mr. Stalker was one of the 
collectors of the expedition. 

POLAR. 

The French Antarctic Expedi t ion.- - -Dr.  Charcot and party on 
board the ship Pourquoi Pas arrived at Punta Arenas in the middle of 
February, and we have been favoured with a copy of his first despatch. 
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It  will be remembered that the Expedition left Havre on August 16, 
1908 (eft this Maga:ine, xxiv. p. 549), with the special object of complet- 
ing the work of the" first French Antarctic Expedition (1903-5). After 
leaving Punta Arenas in December 1908, the expedition sailed to 
Deception Island (eft vol. xxv. p. 326) to coal. Subsectuently the ship 
ran aground, and after having been refloated, journeyed southwards to 
Adelaide Island, completing Dr. Chareot's previous map during the 
voyage. Adelaide Island was found to have a curious shape, and to be 
70 miles long, with a vast gulf to the south. Beyond this region a new 
coastline was surveyed for 120 miles, and Alexander I. Land, which Dr. 
Chareot describes as "ingrate," was reached. Here, owing to icebergs, 
reefs, and pack ice, no safe wintering place could be found, and the ship 
was obliged to return northwards to winter at Petermann Island, south 
of 65 ° . Here the winter proved relatively mild, but very stormy, and 
there was some sickness in the party ; some interesting excursions were, 
however, made, especially to the glaciers of the region. With the return 
of spring Deception Island was revisited, and Bridgman Island in 62 ° S. 
visited and studied. The ship was then directed southwards and west- 
wards along the coasts of Alexander L Land, and reached Peter L Land, 
and, voyaging between 69 ° and 71 ° S. lat., attained long. 126 ° W. Dr. 
Chareot adds that he had hoped to do more, but has done all he could. 

The area investigated by the Expedition is well shown on the map in 
vol. xxi. p. 465, illustrating Dr. Chareot's previous discoveries. 

American Antarctic Expedition.--Commander Peary proposes 
that an American expedition to the South Pole should be fitted out 
jointly by the Peary Arctic Club and the National Geographic Society. 
The Peary Arctic Club would contribute the t~oosevelt, and the aim would 
be to reach the coast of the Antarctic Continent in March 1911, at a 
point directly opposite to the base of Captain Scott's expedition. The 
two camps would be about 2000 miles apart, and at approximately equal 
distances from the Pole. Commander Peary estimates that, if successful, 
the American party should reach the Pole in December 1911, or early 
ill 1912. Commander Peary does not propose to conduct the Polar 
party in person. The Roosevelt will be commanded by Captain Bartlett, 
but further information as to the personnel is not available meantime, 
though it is stated that the party will be limited to twenty-five, and that 
dogs, not ponies, will be used for the southward journey. I t  is hoped to 
start from New York early in September of the present year, to coal in 
South America, to reach the coast of Graham Land or Coats Land in the 
Antarctic summer, and to winter so far south as the 80th parallel, whence 
a dash will be made to the Pole. The suggested route is well seen in 
Dr. Bruce's Bathy,netrieal Map of the Weddell Sea, which appears in 
vol. xxi. of this Magazine, and it will be seen from this map that the 
region is still entirely unexplored to the south of the Scotia's track, and 
the experience both of Dr. Bruce and others is that navigation here 
presents great difficulties. Dr. Bruce's scheme for a new Antarctic 
expedition (vo]. xxiv. p. 200) involves a crossing of the Antarctic 
Continent starting from a point to the west of that suggested by Peary. 
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GENERAL. 

Sheffield Meet ing  of the  Br i t i sh  Assoc ia t ion . - - I t  is announced 
that Dr. A. J. Hcrbertson is to be president of Section E (Geography) at 
the Sheffield meeting of the British Association, which is to be opened 
on August 31st next, under the presidency of Professor T. L. Bonney, 
F.R.S. 

Causation of Pellagra.--According to an announcement in the 
Times a Committee has been formed for the study of this somewhat 
mysterious disease. As is well known, pellagra is very prevalent in 
Lombardy and other parts of Italy, and it has also been recognised in 
India, Egypt, South Africa, the United States, and elsewhere. It  has 
been usually believed to be due to the eating of unsound maize, but Dr. 
Sambon believes that it may be due to a Protozoon parasite, as sleeping 
sickness is, and that this parasite may be distributed by sand-flies, as that 
disease is by tsetse-flies. The matter is one of great importance because the 
disease shows the same tendency to spread which was observable in the 
early days with sleeping sickness, and as with that disease the early 
stages are difficult to recognise. The disease is practically confined to 
agricultural labourers, and it is quite possible that it may be found to be 
more widely spread than is at present believed. The Committee has the 
support of the Colonial Office and the London and Liverpool Schools of 
Tropical Medicine. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

IN the November issue of the Jou.rnal of Geography there is an article 
by Professor Rollin Salisbury of Chicago on the teaching of geography, 
which contains some criticisms of modern methods of teaching. Pro- 
fessor Salisbury has found among College students a remarkable ignorance 
of two sets of geographical facts, first of the position of p]aces, and 
second of the significance of geographical names. He is of opinion that 
ignorance in these respects is more widespread than it was in the days 
before the teaching of geography was reformed. To illustrate his 
meaning, he gives an account of the results of an examination test which 
was given to about seventy-five College students, most of whom were 
in the early years of their College courses. The age of the students is 
not given, but we presume they were from eighteen to twenty or 
thereabouts. The students had come up mostly from public schools (in 
the American sense), but about one-third of the total were from private 
schools. 

The test may be briefly described. On a blank wall-map of the 
United States, ten states, ten cities, ten rivers, ten bays, were 
successively pointed out, and the students were requested to write 
down the names of each. Ten mountain groups and ten lakes were 
then named and the students were requested to name the states in 
which they were respectively placed. They were then asked to name 
the chief city in ten states whose names were given. The next question 
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